Wy dear All,

W Liwrill &dd z few links to this letter. 1 myself would Tike
1 -to thank you for your nice letter which you sent to my mother.
! ohe ‘hergedf 15 a wonderful woman, her life Gonsisting of work
only. I (Elizabeth)and Suzanne, apart from her gr;uio_tldren, are
her only pledsure. My mother had & very hard 1life, 2nd a lot of
oickneog, worry, and work. As long as mother .and father were fto-
‘g ether, we hed o laundry, which mother®was condueting herself
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EICh eI et S of two lezundresses. Ve nad this ba“in 56 far fen 1
ecrs, bub Theh unfortunzfiely we had to give it up, as mother had )

-a nervous breakdown three times, =nd df was good that this came

KRbout, otherwiss mother wauid not be-alive, Lt one time, 'SHENE
WiVved separated from father, and then in 1940 she got a diverae.
My Sister Suzanne, thirty Rears of age was then already marris@,

and lived In Bremen, where she took mother to live until she cot
a flat aouin. However, 211 that 1s now overcome, and then came 3
the war, when mother lost eJﬂrét 1ing --"but, perhaps you can

& understand what thot means
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My husband has been twelve years in the navy. Ve ourselves
have got over the war guite well. We kept our home, end my
husband care b;-k 1r‘ealthy Nowy our mother lives here in .
Wilhelmshaven. he told you all about it already. We are living
in wery difficalt timesy but, the sun must shine again, Seo Ehat
our children will have a better future.

Now I must close my latter. We are onclosio; a few photos
for yvou. I hope that this'iletter will find“youn in'thea . pbest of
health, and will make you a bit heppy. « With best grsetings from
ns all, Your neice and cousin -------
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Elizabeth.

Dear Sister-in-law, neice & nephew,

I received your lovely and extensive letter. You wouldn't
believe how hoppy.we were that you surprised us with such 2 nice
Tetter.  We are oNly sorry Mhodiessuwawssod.lad (didn’t see that., I
didn't even know that my dezn brother was married. Dear sister—
in-law, adyou wrote you.have taken a stroke TAlCﬂ effected your
eyes, Ihope that you are not blind, it would be terrible.

e i R N

<t ——

: What_a glty that we de not know.esc.. other. pef“Oﬁahly ~ Never-
theless, I shall.always snjoy some nice phetes which you send us,
particularly of wy dear brother, and'ef you a1l. Dear sister- ~ime
law, if you only Xmew how often I searched for my dear brother,
and then in 1924 had to declare him dead, because of an estate
from father, when helwas gtill zlive until 1947, with you.  Now

he has, closed his eyes forevér. [ .tnimk back very often ofic the
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hour when he left us to look for a new country so far away from
uS.

Dear sister-in-law, neices, and nephews, now I will write
something about ourselwes, how we got on. 1 was worst of =211.
You know perhaps that if the Lord loves somebody, He juda es, and
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that is because T took e¥ery*?Lﬁg 88 1t came about. Everything
in Gevﬂﬁqy went up-side-~down.; It was really terrible. When the

war broke out my two daughters with their chiildren were evacuated
I have only two girls, both of whom are married. One lives in .
Bremen, and .the other in WVilhelmshavem. The eldesti one has three
boys aged 10, 9, and 8 yearsj and the younger has two girls aged
10 and 5 yeurs. I am also a UPQLWJOLEQI, =nd have five grand-
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children. Both my dzjg“ters hawesalready lost a
two bays, abcut three months, and three years resg
only happliness is the children.
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I was looted on 22nd December 1943 in Bremen, and I lost
everything. Then I was evgeuated. also, and 1 came to my children,
when we were together once '2gain., Only my son-in-laws were in the
war, ore in the navy, and the other in the armye.. le.spent TwWo
years away from our_éﬁuﬂtry, until the Russians came into our
land, and we can nows T'ea;;‘i“!y se¢ something. For fourteen days;
both day and night I have watched over gy children and protected

e BReM~UNTIL Ghe "0ay  Calle WS We. NAG. L0 Lot Ve AEtdit it b e
country. As 1 was then without a home, my son-in-law took me to
Wilhelmshaven, where I looked for a job and found one in a
fishery. I worked for ninme ﬂoﬁull, bk, then counld not do it,

so L found another job in & hospi tal wﬁére I am working to tlls
day. I work in the hospitel laundry, €nd have been tn re for
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2 years.” 1 like 38 wery gmech, @ IT I should get sick, Ttam sure
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to ‘have all the time I need to tzke a rest. I was being attended
by the doctor when I received your nice letter, and he was very
happy about the letter together with me. He only told me that

my dear brother had suffered very much -- Is that so?

I am living in one room, which is not very far from the sea.
Oq Sundays I visi% my children. That is always a holiday, when
we go down to the sea for-ae swin.

You write that you want to sénd me a parcel. Believe me I
don't know how to thank you. Dear sister—inrlaw, you wrote me to
_lei you know what we need. . Now.this is so mch. .Winter is Just
on our door bep, and it is impossible to~ buyanything as
you ca inot get:it at all, H choes are :ungosaible to
buj, and the shoes that we Tare wearing let the water in and out.
otockings are the same. My size of shoe is 42. I have a very
broad foot. mThalyis the reason why T :was so sick last winter, for
about five monmths, and was not able to take another job. Most of
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" time we walk about barefoot, or with wooden shoes. I cannot ask
anything of you dear sister-in-law, now that you are on your own
without a husband. I know how difficult it 1Is to get by. I am
now eight years on my own. .I am unfortunately divorced, but, I
am not unhappy about it. My past husband has also a cousin in
Aussraliagidn Sydney.~ Tvwill “let you xnow their address, and per-
haps.you can get in touch with ‘him. He will give you any infor-
matilion about myself.

I would like to ask you onhe smell favour dear sigter~in-law.
Perhaps you have got a few old curtains. I cannot ask you o send
me this and that. However, anything that you can spare, we shail
be only too willing to aceept with thanks. £

Now my dear 2l1 I will close my lines, and hope that this wEll
reach you in the best of health. Mith best regzrds and greetings

tovalil. &gq

Auguste.
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' Many regards to my neices and mnephews.




